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Review of two curriculum teaching plans 

Dai-Hau Tang  

Comparison Chart of Two Unit/Lesson Templates* 2010 STARTALK 
 

Unit Category 

Unit Title/Subtheme Family Dining in a Chinese Restaurant 

Language Chinese Chinese 

Language Level Novice Low Second Grade** 

Class Size 12 Students  

Student Age 14-17 (9th-12th)  

Time Frame 4 x 45 min. /1 x 90 min. 
(museum field trip) 

5 x 50 min. 

Essential Question How is a typical traditional 
Chinese family different from a 
typical American family? 

 

Unit Objectives 10 6 

Outline of Unit 
Lessons 

Yes Yes 

Lesson Category 

Focus Describing a family photo & 
learning family members 

Ordering Chinese dishes every 
time, pay the bill, get the right 
change 

Time Suggested 45 min.  

Materials Needed authentic photos, image cards, 
IC 

DVD, authentic menu, flash 
cards 

Objectives Yes Yes 

Opening 
Routine/Activities 

Yes Yes 



2 
 

Main Learning 
Activities 

 Video, role-play 

Closure Exit Ticket Same video 

Homework Yes  

Assessment & 
Recordkeeping 

Yes Yes 

Additional Planning 
Decisions 

Yes Yes 

Post-Lesson  

Follow-Ups 

Yes Yes 

Assessments 

Formative 
Assessments 

Yes Yes 

Summative 
Assessments 

2-page Reflection Paper Food Comparison Project 

National Standards 

Communication: 

• Interpretive all inputs all inputs 

• Interpersonal T-Ss, Ss-Ss, pair, small group T-S, Ss-Ss, group of 3  

• Presentational Family tree,  Oral report of Project 

Cultures Chinese house structure Chinese Eight Major Cuisines 

Connections Chinese architecture (art)  

Comparisons Names, house structure, family 
member address 

Chinese and American food, 
Currency 

Communities  Chinese traditional village  

 

*These two unit/lesson templates were done by two participants attending a summer institute 
sponsored by STARTALK at Middlebury College Chinese Language School in 2010. 
**The school is unknown, maybe high school. (It simply mentions the teacher is teaching 
second grade students.) 

 
These two authors have spent quite bit of time to work on the Unit/Lesson Template. I 

would say it is probably the first time for them to use a format to do their lesson plans to 
meet STARTALK’s requirements. They do their best to engage students in various activities, 
role-play and try to teach them as much as they can and hope to achieve the set goals and 
objectives of the lessons. 
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They also try to meet National Standards for Foreign Language Learning. The teacher’s 
goal is to create an environment for students using three modes of communication: 
interpretive, interpersonal and presentational. To make comparison: i.e., currency exchange, 
show pictures of Chinese food and American food, house structure, family size, Chinese 
family name goes first. Culture: a field trip to the authentic Chinese house Yin-Yu Tang. 

 
I really appreciate that the Family author has a broad and rich concept of the theme; 

pupils start learning the family members, father side’s address (grandpa, grandma), 
traditional family size and house arrangement, Chinese architecture, and so forth. Another 
excellent part of this unit is having an essential question “How is a typical traditional Chinese 
family different from a typical American family?”. It does penetrate through each lesson. The  
“Dining” author introduces Chinese eight major cuisines which is authentically cultural. 
He/she combining the drinks (learned) and food together is a good strategy. 

 
These two unit/lesson templates provide a good structure as references for me to plan 

mine. However, there are quite a few things that need to be modified in order to meet my own 
students’ needs. 

 
According to the STARTALK unit and lesson template guide, the learning activities of 

each lesson should be logically sequenced to achieve objectives within a specified time frame. 
If I evaluate the time, 45 minutes for a period and the language level for “Family” theme, 

novice low, first of all the teacher has to teach twenty-five terms, 

 (father’s side: 

grandpa, grandma; dad, mom, older brother, sister, younger brother, younger sister, cat, dog, 

fish, bird, this, that, who, have, not have, picture, inside,  measure word (MW) for family 

member,  MW for animal)  and two syntactic words,  (both, all)  (and). In addition to 

these phrases, the sentence structures also need to be addressed first. (Who is this?) 

… (This is ….) … (Is there …… in the picture?) … (There is 

no ….in the picture.) … (Do you have…?) … (I have/don’t have….)” If the 

teacher could get all these tasks done in this first lesson, only then the students would be 
prepared and ready for the activities. However, it seems unachievable. Another thing I would 
also like to point out is that she starts the lesson not with new vocabulary, but by asking two 
different questions with all unlearned terms. I am just wondering whether students are able to 
understand them at all. 

 
 If I used this material, I would expand the time frame so that the students are able to 
absorb the vocabulary and sentence structures, then making meaningful, useful and 
interesting conversation with their peers. 
 

The same thing happened in “Dining” theme: no vocabulary list. It emphasizes Chinese 
dishes names. But the sentence structure is too simple for intermediate low high school 
students, I assumed. For instance, “I want….  Please give me….. Is there any available seats? 
Yes, how many of you? What do you want to eat/drink? Please follow me.” (Follow: not learned 
yet). Another disagreement that I have is introducing the Chinese Eight Major Cuisines in the 
beginning of the class, which will take a great deal of time. This author keeps using the same 
activity and watches the same video every time, all the way through the whole unit. It has no 
variety and students might get bored easily. The lesson plan is not really well arranged to 
escalate students’ level. I need to do a lot of work to tailor it to suit my students. However, it 
still offers some good ideas about the food culture. I will expand the time as well and retain it 
for the future to use. So far, I just illustrate some areas of these two templates’ strengths and 
some parts that need to be improved. 


